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cukurova ilce belediyesi hizmet binasi ve kultir merkezi (orhan kemal kiiltir merkezi)

district municipality of cukurova service building and cultural center (orhan kemal cultural center)
Adana, 2013
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Adana'nin en verimli topraklarina sahip Cukurova'da bulunan yapinin bereketli toprak
ile iliskisi Uzerinde durduk ve yapiy toprak altina alarak toprak dokusunun devamhhigi-
ni saglamaya calistik. iklimsel verileri gozeterek gliney yontinde cift cephe énerdik ve
yapinin merkezini bosaltarak i¢ mahalde avlu onerdik. Avlu ile yapinin gun icerisinde
surekli aydinlik ve hava sirkilasyonuna sahip olmasini sagladik. Yapi olceginde almis
oldugumuz temel karar ise, yaptyl mumkun oldugunca insan oOlcegine tasimak oldu.
Bu baglamda yapinin 3 kat yuksekligi assnamasini saglayarak yapinin yatay etkisini
guclendirdik. Bina programinda talep edilen kulttr merkezi ile belediye hizmet binasi
ktitlelerini tek beden altinda toplamayarak yapinin arazide kapladigl hacmi azalttik.

Cukurova Turkiye'nin en verimli topraklari olmasina ragmen, tzerinde Adana gibi kent-
sel gelisim ve yapilasmasinda onemli ekolojik sorunlar yasayan kentsel / kirsal yerle-
simler barindirir. Son yillarda bolgede acilan mimarlik ve kentsel tasarim yarismalarinda,
ekolojik dengeyi gozeten, mevcut cografi ve ekolojik dokuyu korumanin otesine gece-
rek en az dokunusla yesilden aldigini iade etmeye calisan mimari tutumlar belirmeye
baslamistir. Dogal cevrenin yapili cevreye basat kilindigl Cukurova Belediyesi Hizmet
Binasi ve Kultur Merkezi de yarismayla elde edilmis olup, bolgede yeni bir kentsel /
mimarlik kulturtinun olusmasi icin kurgular onerir.

Belediye hizmet binalarinin kultur merkezleri ile birlikte dtsunuldugu yapi tipolojisi, son
yillarda mimari proje yarismalariyla da beslenerek yayginlik kazanmustir. Tek cati altin-
da bir araya getirilen ikili programda Cukurova Belediyesi Kulttr Merkezi, yapinin kent
parkina dogru rampalasarak alcaldigl boltimde yer alir. Peyzajla butunlesmek Uzere
alcalarak topraga gomulen Kultir Merkezi, tanimli bir ara sokakla Hizmet Binasi’ndan,
kliclik bir meydanla Klilttir Merkezi ek yapilarindan koparilir. Programi nettir; 500 Kisilik
oditoryum ve bir nikah salonu. Salonlarin ortak fuayesi saydam cephesiyle acik mekan
olarak islevsellesen ara sokaga acilir. Golgelendirilmis ara sokak, Akdeniz ikliminde can-
ik noktalarindan biri haline gelir. Ara sokagin diger cephesini tutmasli yarisma proje-
sinde Onerilen fakat uygulanmayan kent Kitapliginin, burayi daha canli bir kulttr sokagi
kKilacagini ongormek zor olmayacaktir. Kulttr Merkezi'nin ara sokagin acildigi meydana
yerlesen ek yapilari, peyzaj icindeki pavyonlar olarak kent parki icerisine dogrusal ola-
rak uzanirlar. Kafe, el sanatlarl atOlyeleri, kulturel urtin satis birimleri icin tasarlanan
pavyonlar 6zgun islevleriyle canlandiklarinda, Kultur Merkezi'nin kentliyle daha kolay
temas etmesini saglayacak mekansal kurgusu islerlik kazanacaktr. Altin Koza Film Fes-
tivali gibi kentin onemli etkinliklerine evsahipligi yapabilecek Kultur Merkezi'nde mu-
ellifler, tipik Akdeniz ikliminin goruldugu kent icin acikhava amfileri, blyuk ve kKucuk
meydanlar, yapilarin Uzerine tasan yesil teraslarda oturma olanaklari, golgelendirilmis
acik ve ara mekanlar ongormus, kulttirel etkinlikleri kabugundan cikaracak nitelikli bir
zemin olusturmustur. Yapi cephesi muelliflerin ongordigu teknik donanimla duyuru /
gosterim ylzeyine donustiiglinde, izleri mekana birakilan kentsel olanaklar islerlik ve
interaktivite kazanacaktir: Gece glindiiz kent parki icinde yasayan bir kulttirel merkez...
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Designing for Cukurova, which holds most fertile soil of Adana, we focused on the re-
lationship of the building with this productive soil, placing the building underground to
provide continuity with the soil. Considering climate data, we suggested using a double
facade at the south, and created an interior courtyard, providing natural daylight and
ventilation to the interior spaces throughout the day. In terms of the building scale, we
decided to keep the building at human scale as much as possible. To this end, we lim-
ited the building height to three stories, emphasizing the horizontal expression of the
mass. The Cultural Center and the Municipal Service Building demanded by the building
program have not been gathered within a single mass, reducing the overall volume that
the building occupies on the site.

Although Cukurova is the site of the most fertile land of the country, it houses urban
and rural settlements like Adana, which face significant ecological problems in urban
development and the formation of the constructed environment. In the architectural
and urban project competitions recently opened for the region, it is possible to observe
emerging architectural approaches sensitive to the ecological balance, transcending
the conservation of the existing geographical and green texture, attempting to make
minimal intervention to return what has been taken from nature. Designed with an
approach that prioritizes the natural environment over the constructed environment,
the Municipality of Cukurova Service Building and Cultural Center is also the result of a
competition, with a proposal involving organizations for the evolution of a new culture
of architecture and urbanism in the region.

The building typology where municipal service buildings are designed together with
cultural centers has become rather common recently, nourished by project competi-
tions and spread throughout the country. In the dual program gathered under a single
roof, the Cultural Center is located where the building descends as a ramp towards
the urban park. Embedded under the soil in order to integrate with the landscape, the
Cultural Center is detached from the Service Building by a defined inner street and from
the Cultural Center annex buildings by a small plaza. The program is clear: A 500-seat
auditorium and a wedding hall. With its transparent facade, the common foyer of the
halls opens out to the inner street functionalized as an open space. The shaded inner
street becomes a point of liveliness in the Mediterranean climate. It is not difficult to
foresee that the city library proposed in the winning proposal as the other edge of
the inner street but not implemented during the construction phase will transform
this open space into a more lively street of culture. Located on the plaza that the in-
ner street opens out to, the annex buildings of the Cultural Center extend linearly, as
pavilions within the landscape, towards the urban park. When the pavilions designed
for the cafe, handcrafts workshops and sale units for cultural products are brought to
life with their original functions, the Cultural Center will acquire a spatial organization
that provides easier contact with the inhabitants of the city. The building can host
significant events of the city such as the Golden Boll International Film Festival, and its
designers have proposed open amphitheaters, large and small plazas, seating on the
green terraces extending over the buildings and shaded open and intermediate spaces
appropriate for the typical Mediterranean climate of the city, creating a qualified ground
that will draw cultural activities out from their narrow shell. When the building’s facade
is transformed into a technologically equipped announcement / presentation screen as
proposed by the designers, the urban potentialities whose traces are left at the plaza
will acquire interactivity, contributing to a cultural center that lives within the urban
park, day and night...












